
 
 

Role Description  
Members of IPEM Public Engagement Committee 

(volunteer/unpaid) 
 

About IPEM 
IPEM is the professional organisation for physicists, clinical and biomedical engineers and 
technologists working in medicine and biology. Our overall aim is to advance physics and 
engineering applied to medicine and biology for the public good. 
 
We have over 4,000 members who work in the higher education sector, in industry and in the 
healthcare sector. Some are involved in research, education, and the development of new 
treatments and new ways of imaging the body to diagnose disease. Others are involved in the 
manufacture and development of new equipment to scan, monitor and treat patients.  
 
In the health service, members help ensure that patients are correctly diagnosed and safely treated 
for illnesses such as cancer and strokes.  They also maintain and manage medical equipment such as 
MRI and ultrasound scanners, X-ray machines, drug delivery systems and patient monitors.  Some 
work directly with patients, harnessing technology to help with recovery and daily living.  
 
You can find out more about our members’ work on the IPEM website at www.ipem.ac.uk and by 
viewing our careers film ‘Making a Difference’ here: http://www.ipem.ac.uk/CareersTraining.aspx 
 
The IPEM Public Engagement Committee 
IPEM is a charitable company, registered with both the Charity Commission and Companies House. 
It is governed by a Board of Trustees whose members are also Directors of the Company. At least 
two of the 17 Trustees are independent, that is, they are not members of IPEM. The others are 
elected from the membership.  
 
The Public Engagement Committee was established approximately two years ago and consists of 
non-member volunteers who are not part of the health-related physics, engineering or technologist 
professions, who can bring a wider perspective to the work of the Institute. The Committee is 
chaired by one of our independent Trustees. We are seeking to add up to four more members to the 
current ten.  
 
The Role 
The Committee provides a pool of interested people who can provide advice, opinion, assessment 
and commentary on IPEM’s activities, image and plans. The Committee may be asked, for example, 
to:  
 

• Assess the content and accessibility of the website or publications from a public perspective 

• Review strategic plans to check that they will help achieve our charitable objectives 

• Advise on our public engagement programme and activities 

• Help judge awards for public-scientist partnership work 

http://www.ipem.ac.uk/
http://www.ipem.ac.uk/CareersTraining.aspx


• Suggest new ways to present members’ work to enhance patients’ and the public’s 
understanding of healthcare science 

• Help recruit volunteers to assist with our work  

• Suggest ways to help target our careers and outreach work to new audiences  

• Input into national consultations or initiatives from a public perspective 

• Comment on course documentation from a lay perspective 

• Provide an individual to join a specific working group or committee when required, to bring 
a lay perspective to its work. 
 

Please be aware that this is not a patient involvement group, and we are not looking for comments 
on local services. 
 
This is a new initiative, and the work of the Committee is expected to develop with experience. 
 
The individual 
We are looking for people who have an interest in science, innovation and research aimed at 
improving medicine; and who are keen to work alongside our dedicated professional members and 
help them make a difference to patients’ lives.   We welcome applications from all age groups  - 
including undergraduate students with an interest in marketing or communications. 
 
Committee members will be invited to attend two meetings per year in York, and to contribute 
between meetings on an ad hoc basis. These are unpaid volunteer positions, but reasonable 
expenses will be reimbursed in line with our expenses policy.   
 
The process 
To express interest in joining the IPEM Public Engagement Committee, please complete the 
application form and return it to me at the email address, or postal address, below by 28th February 
2017. 
 
When we have sufficient expressions of interest, we will invite you to an initial group meeting at the 
Institute in April, so that you can hear more about our work and the opportunities to contribute to 
it, and ask any questions you may have. If you decide that you would like to the join the Committee, 
we will then welcome you on board. However, if you decide it is not for you, you will be able to 
withdraw from the process at that point.  
 
We look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Philip Morgan 
IPEM Chief Executive Officer 
Fairmount House 
230 Tadcaster Road 
York YO24 1ES 
phil@ipem.ac.uk  
 
March 2020 
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